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indeed, the former had not roused their indigna-
tion or their fear. For More was so utterly the
cultured and scholarly courtier, his thought
replenished with the fine rhetoric of Seneca and
Cicero, his tongue ornamented with a wit that
was never offensive ; and Wolsey, the son of a
wealthy butcher, whose mind ever confused
dignity and honour with pomp and magnificence.
A scene in which these two were set off against
each other must have brought a smile to the
heart, if it did not to the lips, of the remaining
men of Plantagenet blood. Moreover, Henry
himself, with his violent rages, his coarse type of
lechery combined with fine taste, artistic ability,
and considerable learning, more or less combined
the two elements within a single body, the prince
and the butcher in one.

Perhaps it was the thought of such a spectacle
that damped More's feelings when he was bidden
to come into the full noonday of Court life ; or
was it his ever-present vision of the rope or the
block in Henry's presence ? For Wolsey had to
exert all his influence before he could persuade
this gentle man of letters to leave the seclusion of
his study and enter upon such a stage. More
vainly protested that he would be out of place
at Henry's Court, and that he preferred the society
of the philosophers, Colet, Erasmus, Fisher ; but
at last Wolsey prevailed. There his celebrated
wit and naturally courtly manners won for him
a popularity that he feared his sober habits would